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haps not wholly consistent with his Pragmatism, is none the less 
admirable. In this connection it may perhaps be permitted to take 
note of the author's reference to the present writer in his preface. 
The "subjective point of departure," the "psychological position," 
ascribed to me applies only to an early work specifically designed 
to introduce the English-speaking public to that phase of value 
theory. That this scarcely represents my present position must be 
obvious to those who have followed the later developments in this 
field. Insistence upon my present "objective, non-psychological" 
point of view has value in this connection only because this develop- 
ment in the present writer's thought is typical of a fairly constant 
tendency in value theory as a whole. Wilbur M. Urban. 

Hanover, N. H. 
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SCTENTIA. October, 1921. The Part played by different 
Countries in the Development of the Science of Radioactivity (pp. 
257-270): Robert W. Lawson (Sheffield). -A history of radio- 
activity researches, with some closing remarks on the question of 
national contributions. The major contributions have been British, 
the most numerous German, then follow France, Austria, and 
America. Le probleme de la luminosite du del nocturne (pp. 271- 
278) : Charles Fabry (Paris). -A curiously interesting paper. A 
diffused light is responsible for the degree of illumination we find 
in the night sky. Though this light is only a five-hundred-millionth 
of the intensity of sunlight, yet were it not for this light, we should 
be able to perceive with the naked eye stars of the eighth magni- 
tude, or ten times as many stars as we now perceive. The origin 
of this diffused light, whether from particles in nearby space, from 
faint auroras in our atmosphere, or from untold billions of indi- 
vidually invisible stars, is still a mystery. L' association des idees 
dans les reves (pp. 279-296) : Ernesto Lugaro (Turin). -Dreams 
are neither mere associations of ideas following old channels nor 
the symbols for hidden desires. In dreams the emotions are stilled. 
The abundant originality which characterizes the sensory picture- 
show of the dream world has never been sufficiently emphasized. 
Though there is almost total incoherence to the succession in time, 
a dream taken at a given moment may present sensorially a wonder- 
fully rich and coherent picture. Buts et resultats coloniaux de la 
guerre mondiale. I. Les resultats politico-territoriaux (pp. 279- 
308) : Gennaro Mondaini (Rome).- This first article is little more 
than a compendium of facts concerning the colonial growth of Eng- 
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Professor James Johnstone read a paper on "The Limitations 
of the Knowledge of Nature" at a recent meeting of the Aristotelian 
Society. He held that a candid and impartial survey of the specula- 
tive biology of the late nineteenth and twentieth centuries must force 
one to the recognition of a two-fold passage of nature. According 
to the fundamental concept of physical science, the second law of 
energetics, viz., the augmentation of entropy, physical change tends 
continually to diminution. The universe, to use Bergson's term, is 
detending. To the biologist there is another aspect, for life is the 
incessant attempt of certain physico-chemical systems to resist the 
increase of entropy. The difficulty in accepting the main result of 
generalized relativity in biology is that for speculative physiology 
space-time can not be completely isotropic More especially is this 
so if with Bergson we regard the quality of duration as the cumula- 
tive continuity of life. It is a passage as well as the persistence of 
that which has passed. The conclusion of the paper was that we 
must regard Newton's "ocean of truth" as amorphous in structure. 
The relations that are to be discovered in it are only in it in the sense 
that they come into existence with the thought that makes the relation. 

Dr. H. H. Bawden, of San Ysidro, San Diego Co., California, 
informs us that he is disposing of his library, and will be glad to 
correspond with those who may be interested. Among his books he 
has an unbroken file of the Journal op Philosophy, which he values 
at $90. 



